Conditioned withdrawal in environments associated with the presence or absence of morphine.
An experiment designed to compare conditioned withdrawal in environments associated with the presence or absence of morphine was conducted in hamsters. For some animals, morphine administration was paired with distinctive environmental cues. For other animals, naloxone-precipitated withdrawal was paired with the distinctive environmental cues. For still other animals, naloxone-precipitated withdrawal and the distinctive environmental cues were unpaired. Following 12 days of training, animals were observed for signs of withdrawal (e.g., wet-dog shakes, etc.) in the distinctive environment following vehicle injections. Results indicated that more conditioned withdrawal responses occurred in the environment paired with the absence of morphine (naloxone-precipitated withdrawal) than in the environment paired with morphine administration.